Devotional for Day 29, Wednesday, October 20
Carmen Pate, former 40 Days for Life board member

Intention:
Praise God for His compassion in pardoning our sins and forgiving our
transgressions. Give praise that He delights in showing mercy.

Scripture:
Who is a God like You, pardoning iniquity and passing over the transgressions of the remnant of His heritage?
He does not retain His anger forever,
because He delights in mercy. He will
again have compassion on us; and will
subdue our iniquities.
—Micah 7:18-19

Reflection:
Micah had been sent to declare God’s
judgment and call the people of Judah
to repentance. The people had become
spiritually and ethically corrupt.
Prosperity had hardened the rich, the
poor were oppressed and the heirs to
David’s throne were practicing abominations and idolatry.
Is it not easy to see the parallels of
God’s people in Micah’s day and God’s
people today in America?
Through Micah, God corrected His
people by demanding justice, not burnt
offerings and sacrifice. He told them to
love mercy, and to walk humbly with
their God. In speaking of the Old Testament stories of God’s people turning
from God to sin and idolatry, Paul
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wrote in 1 Corinthians 10:11, “Now all
these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of
the ages have come.”
Many biblical scholars believe God has
removed His hedge of protection
around our nation in response to our
sins of immorality and abortion. Let us
cry out in repentance for His mercy
once again.
And may we honor His faithfulness by
doing justly, loving mercy, and walking
humbly with our God.

Prayer:
Heavenly Father, eternal, changeless,
and faithful Lord, we recognize that we
are in need of forgiveness as a nation,
for turning our hearts away from you.
Hear our prayer of repentance Lord
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. We praise you for your tender
mercies and your compassion that
never fails.
Lord, it is only by Your grace that we
can live lives that are just, and merciful.
May Your Holy Spirit enable us to walk
humbly in Your presence and may You
be pleased to restore America so that a
generation not yet born may praise
you. In the name of Christ Jesus, who
has done great things for us, amen.
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